
Melbourne photographer Kate Disher-Quill will launch her latest photography 
book, Earshot, a poignant collection of beautiful photographs and personal 
stories offering a rare, visceral insight into the world of deafness and hearing 
loss. Earshot is on sale from 1 March, coinciding with World Hearing Day, 3 
March and Hearing Awareness Week, 3 – 9 March. 

Earshot presents intimate personal portrayals using photography and 
storytelling, delving into the world of deafness, bringing to light a myriad of 
experiences and issues surrounding this complex theme. 

Author Kate Disher-Quill was diagnosed with hearing loss when she was three 
and was fitted with hearing aids when she was 10. A special needs teacher 
made her feel she would never be as smart as her peers, so she put up a wall 
and refused to open up about how distressing it was for her. It wasn’t until 
the age of 26, when Kate read an article in Frankie Magazine by a 27-year-old 
deaf photographer - talking about the awkwardness of missing the punchline 
of jokes, the embarrassments and frustrations of everyday situations and 
how imagery became a huge part of her life – that she realised deafness was 
something worthy of discussion, and ultimately that she wasn’t alone in her 
experiences. She knew the article would change her life and set about using 
her photography and storytelling to do the same for others. 

Kate explains: “I have had the honour of meeting, photographing and sharing 
experiences with the incredible people whose stories fill these pages. Their 
stories reveal the heartbreak, the joy, the struggles, the achievements, and the 
complexity of deafness. In sharing stories, this book aims to break down the 
barriers of ‘us’ and ‘them’. To build understanding and compassion.” 

With stories from over 35 people and a foreword from Australian Disability 
Discrimination Commissioner, Alastair McEwin, Earshot brings to light the 
3.6 million people affected by hearing loss in Australia, and how up to 80-
90% of people in Indigenous communities are affected by hearing loss. By 
bringing together the heartfelt stories and photographs of a diverse range of 
Australian’s living with deafness and hearing loss, Kate aims to encourage 
people to accept their differences earlier in life and show that diversity 
enriches our society and is something to be celebrated. 

Earshot will be presented by Melbourne Recital Centre and M4H for Hearing 
Awareness Week on Thursday 7th March and Kate will be speaking on a panel 
for the NGV Artbook Fair on 15-17 March.
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